Voice of the Martyrs #6 1973

music by Maxwell Steer 24/9/73

words translated from the Rumanian of David Klassen

Originally conceived for Radio, the piece was intended to be preceded by a radiophonic sequence:

We are walking down a street; we hear bright jazz or peasant music in a café some way ahead, laughter, the sound of glasses.
We pause outside the café, surveying the thoughtless gaiety, then we walk on down the deserted street. A couple of lovers
emerge from the café and overtake us, preoccupied with each other. As they fade into the night, a lone car passes.
Then we catch the sound of a prayer meeting. We approach a half-opened door, and slide into the packed room.

The voices may be doubled by an organ, in which case the pedals should be used. The basses may sing 8va if they wish.

=54 J =107 mf

/4
Y 1 D] A
f T mm - «) bl = 1 - - -
A o 3 3 I
?}/ P P P Iif
mp mf
A1 D] 1 1 A | I
J ONZ 1] 1 1 1 ) | I I = 1 h A
2~ = 12— —e | N——1—12 —
N\ I r r ! ! f P! bf‘ b0 i
At mid- night I bowed my knee be- fore God &
/ poco animando e cresc
i m— I n n T T n
I I I I — I i I
t ed him or lall [his ras ces hichhe has

S
Dok
O
(0] e
—
/»J
|
=
j
¢
Sint
At QL
|

thanked him for all his gra- ces whichhe has
7
/n f . | | |
Y 1 I Q v 1 1 I A =) - S | I
Y f (= 1 1 - <) 1 =1 1 (= 1 | = 7 1
N O 7 O [3) [ 7 [3) 1 1 1] 7
NV & I p ! 1 p L L 1 I
'g) shown wus. He has or- giv- en all our
f J J - o ——
Xl | O - ) = = A4 ~ ~
Je & = O ) (S 1
Z O P4 ) ) — o~
P4 = ~ - P4 - P4 Q" — O
N I o S
shown wus. He has for, He

22 Mar 2014



I0

1
-0
1 e

°

us

For- give

Qi
R
>
w5 Hlee
==
%)
Tl §
-l § Hleé
gleN N
s K 1
@
L YIRS q &
o
TR, T (-
Sed
! 3 (-
q (-
&
e.m T
(
N YIEN
ST
7/

Wm

He

en,

giv-

for-

has

£ :
s |H g
[\ 1 [\ R
el
N ¢
i & / \
b = -
I . to
KW o > 9||4p €
& F= =
- e “
\ M 3
i BTTOR_
F /
iﬁ :
- Q
| .
1 L m 6| |0k
==
€
ol &
g o
Tl 8 ollop =
= =
huleN uleN hu
a4 &
R o 1
) @
TR 7 ! ¢ *°
W -
TR S L )
B =
] @
: 3
h 0 0 o
-
5 B
o * %
L CN L
SN N (@
AN 7
g
= ~ e

&n an &n
[ & Wlle (Wl 2
7] @ 7]
5 HE o] £
= r =
H .° Il e '.ll =]
2 % % %
r T & [N & || &
-
o) bs T
g lm T mW TR m Q] mW
t w (5] Q (5]
—DE M B MmN g ol B
rT”""" f.l“""""”l|ﬂﬂ”"
%!c %!s.! B m
oY I
T \
00 )F- s (o
E ==
™ . || & i
=} E Sieg =
1 ! =
) W )
12\ 2\ B ] op -l
=== m
Tl ©
8 8
o > TR E dole >
)
E 2 E
- ged = TR @ 4P &
= B == == =
=R
[ sl m [
ld
H NN [
TR
A MHM ==
ENG R R
\ Ve
g
= ~ e

22 Mar 2014

Vox Martyrorum - 2



o J =62 J =124

. of
)’ i y7) 1 I 1 1 ] I
PP | 1 1 .1 1 Py I
R S A ===
Py) ' i i i §o A=
of thechurch of Christhatshe maybring more ~ fruit. We will
20
A mf
)’ A r7) 1 1 M M M 1 J 1 1
PP | I I I PP | | I ’l L
I L OQ
:@Iiﬁi}é_é_. 7 _‘&‘O—M_s“'_iﬂ = LY 1< d i
‘g of thechurch of Christhatshe maybring] more fruit. We will
= be 4, 4 mf 4,
). L R f #© @@ ®—1st 7 A S —
Z ° I I T ! ! I ! J o U.% O j PN T T
\ Hl 0\/
of thechurch of Christhatshe maybring more fruit. We will
oy
)’ A 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 I ID' F
e S e e B e . S A | S—r S ] |
.) = 1l I I I
pray for themi- ni- sters, for youth, for thepri- son- ers &
24
Q I I I I I I ~ I L ID' F
T e e B e B e S e A e i
x il 1 1 1
Y pray for themi- ni- sters, for youth, for thepri- son- ers &
b o o o o o b, 4o s |te PPFPF £
O J = | | | | = ~ L.l i Al | I il |
ye 1 1 1 1 1 1 [ Y 2 | 1 P 1 1
y.4 1 1 1 1 1 1 y S 1 P
x
pray for themi- ni- sters, for youth, for thepri- son- ers &
J. =51 J =153
Slow one in a bar, almost dan
/8 ‘

mf ] |
y 2

i

I [=d I M M M PR
P P = 7 3 P P 1 1 I I I . I h &

cSEEEESSEE S S EEEE== iSRS

theirfa- mi-lies, for oucount-ry and itsgov-ern-ment. Don'sveep
27
i ¥ o s £ S e S ——— =
S — i — —— —  ——— O " —_— S—

‘8) theitfa- mi-lies, for | ouecount-ry and itsgov-ern-ment.

wt

v i i i | —

J O I I I 7 3 I I I I I o) I 1 .

Z Py T T T 4 T 1 1 1 I 1
N\ . . 1 .

theitfa- mi-lies, for oucount-ry and itsgov-ern-ment.

Vox Martyrorum - 3 22 Mar 2014



Solo

Solo

2

h 4D £ f
)7 A T 1™ = I
g h ( P 1 1 1
(" P SE— 1
SV 1
v You don't have your Ilot
32 —_— o
) | | | | . e e——
# 5 j—?——ﬁli [ — — —
| £ oo WA \!| o I = & © ©
. r r Ia. v © ~——— < ~—————
soul, that griefs surround you
32 — — —
R 3 o
'I'(“‘Ii,! 3 a i o i o e [ O
¥
N
Don't weep soul,
rax
Je | ( -
Z b! [
J=63 J=|25
37 Dolcissimo bs
7 e o=
o\ b ! I | (D F f - - & F F I ! I I !
[ £an) 1 1
-V ° I I I I
Y in earth- ly life, —_— your whole  happ- i- ness
)% 3'? I ) . 1+2: }:our | g'hole' happ- 1|- ness ;s there where
% S—F—— == e
here, 3: Don't
37
A I+2 |
Y | D — —_ N
P\ _Yee O O O O
| £an Y4
-V
'8) Sleep
—_—
e J | | Ly
rax 1 1 1 | 7 o T 4 1 I 1 1
ye | - - - 7 3 I I I I 1 = = (7 = 1 I
Z b Py T 1 1 1 1 ~ (7 o
v T T | T | et
N\ ' ! I
Your whole happ- i- ness is there where

Vox Martyrorum - 4

22 Mar 2014



Solo

Solo

~
(@]

— - ﬁfﬂ/—\
)? b r i I J T I T r r
& ! —p—f ——
J is there where saints who fin- ish'd their course
40 saints who fin- ish- their course
(O E—— —
p . X — ¥ 73 " I
V _— I T I I I PN PN I I I
_?—Vﬂ = (q) 6] | 1 . .‘I. I _‘I, | —
S ——
40 1: fin- ish'd
- | L 2: peace- | full- y sleep
e — e — = = — —
A\ I I I 3 ;FI rz) p= e to—]
Y 3:saints  who fin- * lishrd [Z- b
ir course
I I .
X 1 I I I
Fa—— e T o o 3¢
V ~— 7 =) 11 =
N [ | f 2l &
saints who 1/2: fin- ish'd their course sleep
3: sleep
42 —
O
)l —~o £ f' ‘.'  — r7) 77 ]
P\ h I I I 1 I I 1 1 7 3 11
[ a0 Y4 T T | | 1l
-V 1l
o sleep peace- full- .
4 sleep peace; full- y-
. oo
J O Oee 7 3 H
| —
o vr- [
peace- full- y-
‘kz peace- full- Y.
T " I I O - 7 3
I I I & & O =0 PN
@ N = - - =
\ // v
sleep. Jsa Jaor
peace- full- Y.
rax I f
H‘ = —— — St
Z S o © 4 I;‘
N\ o =~ >
soul. Yes,
45
X ~ 1 1
I D f f f f i f f f f P 2 { f f f 1 I
Z I I I | N I I I I PN 4 I I I | = I
0 | g ———t g =) =) = 1 o o o Y r r 1
T rr 7rr—r 1 f T f
I was ob-liged to go this  way. There is no oth- er way
/ ‘f.,g animando e cresc
A = P E—— )
@ 2 < I pin { I I A { Ik\ I
o re e o an—J o o
And iSome- one wish-es to be
rax o) T — I a! (o)
I D ) h g ) & (74 O r 3 -
—— 12— — = <
N = ppp o = I
for me as a min- i- ster; And God's thoughts
Vox Martyrorum -~ § 22 Mar 2014




Wm

Wm

o) Lf
A " | —E— — = I —r—p—+ I
[ Fan T T T T Tk 7 O | el
4 :#1! i ﬁ 1 1 i
a min- i- ster, he mustknow be-fore-hand,that when Isr- 221 ent- ered
rax " " O y o
J O Y 3 T T - 7 3 = O 7 3 - = 1 Y 3
— PN = pad PN [3) PN
S | O pa [ XD
are not our thoughts, neith-
oy
)’ Ly 1L Ly
7 f T . P 2 - - - - T T - - -
[ o Y . PN il kil
NV = =D = =
J
God's thoughts are not
54
o)
)’ A I I I I ~ i I I > %0 Ig > I
B o e . S E—— e S E— S— — S— ] : C—
‘8) in-  to the Hol- vy Land, cross- ing the Jord-
= AJ ~° _— onm
I D I - - r 3 r 3 — e~
y.4 - P P o
D [¢ XD i
g = B——
er his ways
57 :
/A - his ways our ways.
)’ Tk [V e
7 f - T O r 3 1 ol I 1 Y
[ Fan kil [T PN O =0
NV = L Q L O —
J To -© :?Z 1S —
our thoughts, neith- er ways
7 o 4z > >
)’ A I IAA f f ~ i P P 1 L.l e I
o Tt er 1 -
‘g o R — 1 —t+— ! ! ]
an, the priests entered first in the dang' rous wat- er
o ) ) J . o
o — L O L[ e ~ U e
I D - - y 3 Ikl [~ Y (O X il
Z Ac Py %LL O I. ™ coo
our ways.
o
/' Subp
A ——— 5 —— - - - z
[ Fan —=0 PN PN
ANSVAR 120
.) |
60 ) Molto Rit
A dim
)’ A I f f
y =X I T T Y == - - - 2
[ a0 Y e (74 L.P=0 =0 Py
s " )
and were
(o]
sub n I } t T
0 = (7 I T T
.4 1T —— T
< O =S 4 ~—] 0 . |
N —— | | F ©°F —
were the last to leave it.

David Klassen was (is?) a Mennonite minister. He wrote these words in 1973 during detention in a lunatic asylum.
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