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The voices may be doubled by an organ, in which case the pedals should be used. The basses may sing 8va if they wish.
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Originally conceived for Radio, the piece was intended to be preceded by a radiophonic sequence:

We are walking down a street; we hear bright jazz or peasant music in a café some way ahead, laughter, the sound of glasses. 
We pause outside the café, surveying the thoughtless gaiety, then we walk on down the deserted street. A couple of lovers  

emerge from the café and overtake us, preoccupied with each other. As they fade into the night, a lone car passes. 
Then we catch the sound of a prayer meeting. We approach a half-opened door, and slide into the packed room.
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words translated from the Rumanian of David Klassen

music by Maxwell Steer 24/9/73
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David Klassen was (is?) a Mennonite minister. He wrote these words in 1973 during detention in a lunatic asylum.  
Two years later, while he was still in detention he was ransomed by some West German Christians for $26,000,

but had become so ill as a result of his 'treatment' that he could no longer walk.
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