The Vitality of the Intangible

Words Alan Rayner
Music Michael Maxwell Steer

There is a voice that speaks through silence
Letting us know
Who we really are resides in where we really are
Inhabitants of a place where time
Circulates through the very makings of our bodies
In living relationship with each other
In natural continuity

Here, we do not struggle for existence
We live and die in breathing
From one form to another
Inspiring and expiring
In endless relay

We do not survive the isolation of the fittest
Reigning supreme over deserted scene
There is no end to possibility
In omnipresent, receptive space —
That ever-present Prayer
Ever calling for response
From who knows where
Into who knows here

The vitality of the intangible
In all that’s tangible
For a while

Alan Rayner and | met at The Tree Conference in Glastonbury organized by my daughter Suzi
Steer Martineau. Alan was Reader in Botany At Bath University specializing in mycelial
networks and a former President of the British Mycological Society. Since his retirement he
has devoted himself to poetry and painting, and in public to advocating ‘natural
inclusionality’ as a scientific approach to observing interconnections in the phenomenal

| was struck by many of his ideas, but none more than this remarkable pcem, which | set to

music shortly after the conference.

Michzal Maxwell Steer, 125 Duck St Tisbury SP3 6LJ
m@msteer.co.uk. 07891 550849
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