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Trois Poèmes de Pablo Neruda
I encountered these pœms because I wanted to read Il Postino and Neruda’s pœtry was offered alongside it. 

Never having read, let alone set, Spanish beforeI was intrigued. I had recently been introduced to the divine 
voice of Cyrille Dubois thanks to BBCr3, and it seemed the ideal sound with which to imagine this pœtry sung.

 

No sólo es luz que cæ
Sobre el mundo
La que alarga en tu cuerpo
Su nieve sofocada,
Sino que se desprende
De ti claridad come si fuera
Encendida por dentro.
Debajo de tu piel vive la luna

Fabula De La Sirena y Los Borrachos
Todos estos señores estaban dentro
Cuando ella entró completaments desnuda
Ellos habían bebido y comenzaron a escupirla
Ello no entendía nada recién salía del rio
Era una sirena que se había extraviado
Los insultos corrían sobre su carne lisa
La immundaicia cubrió sus pechos de oro
Ella no sabía llorar pereso no se vestía
La tatuaron con cigarillos y con corchos quemados
Y reían hast caer al suelo de la taberna
Ella no hablaba porque no sabía hablar
Sus ojos eran color de amor distante
Sus brazos construídos de tapacios gemelos
Sus labios se cortaron en la luz del coral
Y de pronto salío por esa puerta
Apenas entró al rio quedó limpia
Relució como una piedra blanca en la lluvia
Y sin mirar atrás nadó de nuevo
Nadó hacia nunca más hacia morir.

Inclinado en las tardes …
Inclinado en las tardes tiro mis tristes redes
A tus ojos oceánicos.
Allí se estira y arde en la más alta hoguera
Mi soledad que da vueltas los brazos como

 un náufrago.
Hago rojas señales sobre tus ojos ausentes
Que olean como el mar a la orilla de un faro.
Sólo guardas tinieblas, hembra distante y mía,
De tu mirada emerge a veces la costa del espanto.
Inclinado en las tardes tiro mis tristes redes
A tus ojos oceánicos.
Los pájaros nocturnos picotean las primera estrellas
Que centellean como mi alma cuando te amo.
Galopa la noche en su yegua sombría
Desparramando espigas azules sobre el campo.

It is not only the light that falls
Over the world,
Spreading within your body
Its suffocating snow,
So much as clarity
Taking its leave of you
As if you were on fire within.
The moon lives under the surface of your skin.

The Legend of the Mermaid & The Drunks
There were all these guys inside
when she entered utterly naked.
They had been drinking and began to spit at her.
She had just emerged from the river and understood 
nothing. She was a mermaid who had lost her way.
The taunts flowed over her glistening flesh,
Obscenities drenched her golden breasts.
She did not know tears, she did not know clothes.
They branded her with cigarettes and burnt corks
And rolled on the bar floor in raucous laughter.
She said nothing because speech was unknown to her.
Her eyes were the colour of far away love,
Her arms were matching topaz.
Her lips moved soundlessly in the coral light.
And then she simply left by the same door.
No sooner had she enterend the river than she was cleansed
Gleaming once more like a white stone in the rain;
And without a backward glance she swam again,
Swam towards oblivion, swam to her dying.

Leaning Into The Afternoons …
Leaning into the afternoon I cast my sad nets 
Towards your oceanic eyes.
There in a flame my solitude grows and burns, 
Arms flailing like a drowning man’s
I send out red signals before your vacant eyes 
That waver like sea haze on a beach near a lighthouse.
You retain your dark mystery, woman distant yet mine: 
In your gaze there sometimes a dangerous uncertainty.
Leaning into the afternoon I cast my sad nets 
Towards your oceanic eyes.
The night birds peck at the first stars 
That flash like my soul when I love you.
The night gallops onward on its shadowy mare 
Spreading blue sparkles all over the land.
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Leaning into the afternoons
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