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Introduction 

The poem came to me in the early hours of Easter Sunday, 11th April 2004, and later that morning I read 
it to my fellow Quakers at Shaftesbury Meeting. About a month later, the idea of setting it to music began to 
nag at me, and I chanced to hear The Monteverdi Choir sing Brahms’ Geistliches Lied on BBCr3. The idea 
of choir and piano clicked, and I began to compose the music on 23rd May in Tisbury, continuing a week 
later in Findhorn (Scotland), where I encountered the blackbird quoted in b336, and concluded it on Sunday 
4th July after visiting the Cathar fortress of Montségur near Carcassonne (S France). 

It is a devotional work; but I share Brahms’ view that music, even when speaking specifically of an 
iconic figure, addresses a far wider constituency than merely the adherents of that faith, In fact, the way 
Christ’s name appears at the end of the poem was as much of a surprise to me as it may be to the reader. As 
a Christian who has received enlightenment from Sai Baba and currently finds meaning in Tibetan 
Buddhism, I feel that to acknowledge the role of Jesus Christ in the world’s evolution demands that 
Christians take account not only of the love and empowerment they attribute to his name, but also the 
bigotry and genocide His followers have indulged in. In the experience of many –those who were placed in 
the ‘care’ of the ‘Christian’ Brothers for instance– the imagery of the cross can only be a negative symbol. 
In the 21stC we have to comprehend and integrate both the darkness and the light that is interwoven within 
the history of Christianity. I was never so conscious of this as when visiting the 13thC sites where the church 
militant exterminated Catharism – a faith whose tenets included simplicity, vegetarianism and -fatally for 
them- anti-clericalism. Today unscrupulous leaders continue to arouse the fear and the darkness inherent 
within the dualistic nature of credal Christianity: while others see that it will never be dispelled until 
Christians can embrace the validity -and wisdom- of other faiths, and thus no longer fear what is unknown 
within their own hearts. It is to them that Easter Dawn is dedicated. 

 

Musical Notes 
The motet’s duration is approximately 22’. 
The piano is written to include top C, C7, but on shorter pianos it will be perfectly acceptable to play A6 

instead of C7. 

The opening section should be the sort of sustained andante religioso found in renaissance polyphony. 
Altho the voices grow loud, the piano should remain sotto voce so that §2 (from b72.3) sounds quite 
different and will link to the motifs that occur towards the end.  

After the climax on pp13-16, there is then a reflective passage (b109-125) before the return of the 
opening. A solo section follows (b151) which becomes a cappella as the full choir reenters (b172). B188 is 
essentially a developed form of the opening music, while b202 returns to the music of the b151 solo section.  
The opening music is heard again at b247. B270 is an echo of b72.3>. Thereafter it grows to the climax of 
the piece before sinking to b286. 

B286 is meant to sound like an incoherently pitched shout, initially almost a growl, which grows into 
fully-toned sound at b290. I have imagined it as a fp but it could also be done the other way round. In b296 
the pause should not be long, despite the return of the opening motif as the sense of words carries forwards 
from the previous section. 
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In b308.3 the bird song which has been hinted at earlier becomes a principal motif, leading to the 
Findhorn blackbird obbligato during the fugato section – the other birds in this passage were transcribed in 
my own garden. From b359 the various strands are integrated, and in b393 there is a sense of returning to the 
beginning. After the final climax (b375-383), similar music returns at b399 transformed. B422 to the end 
should feel as if it’s floating on the clouds 

Easter Dawn 
It is that time of night 

when the silence is alive with possibilities – 

That time when solar tides turn 
without a murmur – 

When our bodies quicken unconsciously –  
When the minute hand steps unheard onto the hour. 

Can we be present at our own birth? 

Here is something you cannot eat, 
something you cannot fill your belly with, 
something you cannot buy, cannot wear, 
something that offers no hiding place 
from whom you truly are. 

It is cleverer than air, 
clearer than sound, 
faster than quicksilver, 
simpler than sight … 

Here is the echo of your heartbeat 
in the moonlit amphitheatre. 

Here is the cataract of your blood 
pulsing beneath mountains. 

Here what you cannot control 
governs the destiny of nations. 

Here a teardrop is louder than thunder, 

Here a sigh is more potent than a tornado, 
a wish more persuasive than a tv commercial. 

Here is intention laid bare, 
its sleeping body a devastating prize 
for all who dare approach their inmost – 

Seeing such beauty  
who would consider themselves worthy 
to touch /hold /enjoy? 
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Is there any more intimate, more precious, more dangerous love-making  
than the engagement between our waking self and our dream self? 

High 
beautiful 
 voluptuous – 
our dream self turns, 
its perfume cascading like may blossom, 
healing the crescent dawn with careless brilliance. 

So it is that we approach this most sacred love of our lives 
with deepest fear – that, if after years of distant adoration,  
we should dare to awaken this dream self of ours  
only to find it would not recognize us as its carcase and carapace – 
could not see in us the beauty it seeks in a mate? 

How the heart quails as it approaches  
the vision of its own otherness – 
the glistening mirror than records  
all love’s transactions. 

In this Easter dark, now, it is available  
to see, 
 to embrace,  
  to transform. 

“You are the enemy I killed, my friend.” 

Your darkest part is the source of your greatest light. 
Release the trapped energy 
and your black hole becomes the sun of a new galaxy. 

The birdsong of every resurrection morning 
chants the implicate order of all exuberant nature. 

Life itself full-throttle. Purged of sleep and dark,  
each counterpoint is a new colour in the world’s thought. 

What has been transformed by death is nothing other than what you always were.  

It is I, the enemy you killed, who now stands before you 
paler than a moon fading into the dawn sky – 

I, the dream self with whom you enjoyed the standing instant,  
but who dissolved as you tried to shackle me. 

It is I, the dream Christ, companion of your utmost wishes, 
I who was here, and you knew me not. 
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