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Introduction

I came across the poetry of Dylan Thomas in 1965 when I was 19, and bought the hardback edition
of his collected works which I still have. I remember devouring it in the bitterly cold winter of 1966,
sitting with the heater on in my parent’s camper van traveling around by myself in East Anglia. The
resonance of Thomas’s imagery work was a revelation to me as it has been to so many others.

The first pcem I set was There Was a Saviour, which I would now consider my opus one. I see that
I wrote and rewrote it over the space of a year from 1968-9, which would have been when I was living
with the Dodgsons in Barnes. Thereafter I showed it to a few choir directors, who thought it too
difficult for amateurs and so I left it.

Over the next few years my career in broadcast music and production took off, and so it was not
until 14 years later, for reasons I don’t now remember except that I had always felt that my existing
setting deserved a better outcome, that I then composed two companion pieces ... over three days,
the record shows. Despite the time between them I feel there is no idiomatic discrepency. I was
then living with my wife Clancy and our three children in Peckham; and was busy with a range of
work in broadcast and theatre that had included extensive work for the BBC and conducting the
world premiere of Nicholas Nickleby for the Royal Shakespeare Company. But again, no interest in a
performance of these pieces emerged.

Eventually, we left London in 1994 and came to live in Tisbury. A few years later, after getting to
know some excellent local amateur singers I formed a choir and conducted a recording of these pieces
myself in 1999. The result was wholly satisfactory and a validation that the pieces do really work as I
imagined.

It didn’t result in interest from other choirs, alas, but gave me the aural confidence to compose the
larger-scale works which followed.

Micheael Maxwell Steer
Tisbury 2021
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Why East Wind Chills

Words Dylan Thomas 1 vii 1933
Music Maxwell Steer 14 x 1983
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Love in the asylum

Words Dylan Thomas iii/1941

Music Maxwell Steer 15/16 x 1983
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