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Introduction

I came across the pœtry of Dylan Thomas in 1965 when I was 19, and bought the hardback edition 
of his collected works which I still have. I remember devouring it in the bitterly cold winter of 1966, 
sitting with the heater on in my parent’s camper van traveling around by myself in East Anglia. The 
resonance of Thomas’s imagery work was a revelation to me as it has been to so many others. 

The first pœm I set was There Was a Saviour, which I would now consider my opus one. I see that 
I wrote and rewrote it over the space of a year from 1968-9, which would have been when I was living 
with the Dodgsons in Barnes. Thereafter I showed it to a few choir directors, who thought it too 
difficult for amateurs and so I left it. 

Over the next few years my career in broadcast music and production took off, and so it was not 
until 14 years later, for reasons I don’t now remember except that I had always felt that my existing 
setting deserved a better outcome, that I then composed two companion pieces … over three days, 
the record shows. Despite the  time between them I feel there is no idiomatic discrepency. I was 
then living with my wife Clancy and our three children in Peckham; and was busy with a range of 
work in broadcast and theatre that had included extensive work for the BBC and conducting the 
world premiere of Nicholas Nickleby for the Royal Shakespeare Company. But again, no interest in a 
performance of these pieces emerged.

Eventually, we left London in 1994 and came to live in Tisbury. A few years later, after getting to 
know some excellent local amateur singers I formed a choir and conducted a recording of these pieces 
myself in 1999. The result was wholly satisfactory and a validation that the pieces do really work as I 
imagined.

It didn’t result in interest from other choirs, alas, but gave me the aural confidence to compose the 
larger-scale works which followed. 

Michæl Maxwell Steer

Tisbury 2021



There was a Saviour
Words  Dylan Thomas i/1940

Music  Maxwell Steer  vii/68 - viii/69

22 Jun 2014

Soprano

1

There

i.
!

=170. =85

& _̀ .
was

.Ö
a

.Ö
sav-

. ."
iour

.
g
-# E

S

3

Rar-

i
& .

er

.Ö
than

.Ö
rad-

. ."
ium

.
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the

. .
stone

.
wounds

.# \\.#

B

&

% OO \\ . . .P
west’s

.Q .
no

.P "
long-

.Q
er

.Q
drowned

v[\ -# h\\ -#O D

B % OO ]\ \\

B

Why

h
% OO \\ .#

is

."
silk

-
soft
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quench

.O
thirst

g
..Ö E

he’ll

[Z --
have

--
a

--
dark

\Z --
re-

--
ply.

-#-#
D Y Z̀



DTch2 ~  4

S

24 Vivace

When

j.# =111

& OO Y Z̀
24

.#
com-

."
eth

."
Jack

."
Frost

-# 25 -# ..
the

.O !
child-

.
ren

."

S

26

ask

& OO . ." .#.# -# 27 -# ."
D

Shall

.#â

S

28

& OO .#
they

.#
clasp

.#
a

.# 29

com-

.#.#
et

.#
in

.#
their

.#.#

A & OO Y Z̀
When

.#
com-

.!
eth

.!
Jack

.!
Frost

.
the

.!
child-

.
ren

.O !

A

ask

& OO . ." . .! -# -# .! D
Shall

.#
â

A & OO .#
they

.#
clasp

.#O
a

.#
com-

.O . .
et

. . .
in

.#
their

.#

T &
)
O O Y Z̀

T &
)
O O #

When

j
.#

com-

."
eth

."
Jack

."
Frost

-# .#.# ."
E

When

."

T

When

&
)
O O .#.# .

the

."
child-

.#
ren

.#
ask

-#
Shall

. .
they

."
clasp

. .
a

."

B % OO Y Z̀

B % OO D #
j

When

.#
com-

."
eth

."
Jack

."
Frost

.#

B % OO .
the

."
child-

.
ren

."
ask

. .O . . . .
When

-# ..
When
.!

When

.
When
.!



DTch2 ~  5

S

30

fists

& OO .#.# ..
but

."
not,

."
till

."
from

."
high

. .
&

.
31

low,

.# . .!
dust

. .O . . . .

S

32

sprin-

& OO .â .
kles

.â .
in

.â .
child-

.#
ren’s

.#
33

eyes

P P ,#

S

34

eyes

& -# .#
a

.# 35

long

Y ]̀ .#Q
last

.#Q
sleep

-# .# Y Z̀

A

fists

& OO .# .
but

.!
not,

.# .#
till

.#
their

.#
dust

.# .#

A

sprin-

& OO .O â
kles

.â
in

.
â

eyes
-#

not

P P .!
till
.!

their

.!
dust

.Q . .
sprin-

.!
kles

.!
in

.!
cild-

. .
ren’s
.

A

eyes

g
& ,#

Y ]̀
-#

a
.#

long

.#
last

.#Q Y Z̀

T

com-

&
)
O O . .

et

."
in

."
their

."
fists?

." -# ."
not

."
till

. .
their

. .
dust

-#

T &
)
O O -#

lies

-# P P ,#

T

zh

&
) .Q .Q . . . . . . . . . . Y ]̀ .Q .Q . . . . . . . . . . . . E Y Z̀

B

When?

% OO .# .
the

. .
child-

. .
ren

."
ask

.#O
till

.#
their

.#

dust

-#O

B % OO
.# . j

When

.
"

com-

.
eth

.P
Jack

.
Frost

.# P P .# .i

When

."
com-

.
eth

.
When

."
com-

.
eth

.
Jack

."

B

Frost

% ,# Y ]̀ ,### Y Z̀



DTch2 ~  6

S

36

zh

& Y Z̀
,#Q

37

,#
38

.O . . . . . . . . . .
E

S

39

ghosts,

& -#
 ad lib

shall

.#
a

.#O 40

white

,#U 41

ans-

-#O
wer

-#O 42

ech-

Y _̀ .O
o

.O
from

.P
the

.O
roof-

.O
tops

|
.O

5:6 D # O O [\

S

43

All

i
& OO [\

43 .
things

.
are

. 44

known:

 Trattenuto n
-# 45

the

i
.

stars’

.
ad-

. 46

 Trattenuto 

vice

n
-#

A

sleep

& Y Z̀ -# .#
&

.#Q
dusk

.#Q
is

.#
crowd-

.# .#
ed

.#
with

.#O
child-
.#O

ren’s

.#O

A

ghosts--shsh

& -# -#9# 9# 9# Y _̀ 9## D # O O [\

A

All

& OO [\ .à .
things

.à .
are

.à .
known:

. . . . . .Ö
the

.à .
stars’
. .

ad-

. .
vice

. . . . . .Ö

T

zh

&
)
Y Z̀ ,#Q . . .Q . . . . .Q . . . . . .Q . . . E . . . . . .

T

zh      > … >       shh

&
)

.O . . . . . -#9# 9# 9# Y _̀ 9## D #

,#Q ,# ,#

O O [\

T

All

&
)
O O [\ .à .

things

.à .
are

.à .
known:

. . . . . .Ö
the
. .

stars’

. .
ad-

. .
vice

.P . . . .P .Ö

B

zh

% Y Z̀
-#Q . . . . . . .Q . . . . . . .Q

E .Q . . .Q .Q . . . . . . . . . .

B

 shh

% 9# 9# Y _̀ 9## D # O O [\

B

All

% OO [\ .
things

.
are

.
known:

-#
the

.
stars’

.
ad-

.
vice

-#



DTch2 ~  7

S

47

calls

i
& OO .

some

.P
con-

. 48

tent

n
-#O 49

winds

.O . . . .P .Q 50

Tho

k.
what

.#
the

.
stars

..

S

51

ask

& OO -#O -# 52

as

.P .
they

..O
round

.. 53

time

.P
up-

.Q
on

.Q \\

S

54

time

& OO \\ .!
E D 55

is

[\ .P
heard

.
but

. 56

lit-

. Dim e rit

tle

.
till

.

A

calls

& OO . .
some

.P à .Q
con-

.à .
tent

.à
to

.P
trav-

.
el

.
with

.
the

.
winds

-#O
tho

k
-#-#

A

what

& OO -#-#O
they

-#O -#O
ask
-#Q -#Q \\

A

time

& OO \\ .à
the
.Q

tow-

.
ers

.P
of

.
the

.
skies

. .
[\ .

D D D D
till

.

T

calls

&
)
O O .P à .Q

some

.à .
con-

.à .
tent

.O à
to

.
trav-

.
el

.
with

j
.

the

.O
winds

-#O
tho

k
-#-#

T

what

&
)
O O -#O -#O

they

-#-#
ask

-#-#P
\\

T

is

&
)
O O \\ ,P

is

[\ .Q . .P .Q
heard

.. ..
but

. .

B

calls

% OO .
some

.
con-

.P
tent

-O
with

.Q
the

.
winds

.P . . .. .O .O .O
.O

tho

k
.. .
.

what
..
!

the
.
.!

stars
.. .
.

B

ask

% OO .. .O
.O
.. .

.
as
..

they

.

.
round

.O .O .. .. .. .. ..
time

.P .P .Q .Q ..
up-

.!
on

. .P \\

B

time

% OO \\ .à
the

.P
tow-

.
ers

.
of

.O
the

.
skies

. .
is

[\ .Q . .P .Q
heard

.. ..
but

.. .O .
lit-

.O . .O .O
le

.. ..
till

..
the

..P



DTch2 ~  8

S

57

& OO 58

Be

m
59Z\ -Q 60

con-

m -Q 61

tent,

m -Q

S

62

& OO .
Be

m .Q 63 .
con-

m .Q 64 .
tent,

m .Q 65 .# E 66

Know

s- 67

no

s-

S

68

an-

s
& OO - 69

swer

s .# E 70

Molto tratt.

Know

l
. .O

no

. .Q
71

an-

.
swer

. 72

cry

- 73[\ -
g

of

. =75

.

A

the

& OO .
stars
.

go
.Q

out.
.P .

D
Be

mZ\ -Q -Q
con-

m
-Q -Q

tent,

m
-Q -Q

A & OO ..
Be

m
.Q .Q ..

con-

m
.Q .Q ..

tent,

m
.Q .Q .#.

# E
Know

s
--

no

s
--

A

an-

s
& OO --

swer

s
.#.
# E

Know

l
.

no
.

an-
.

swer
.

cry

-
[\ -

g

of

.

T &
)
O O D

stars

g
.Q .Q .Q

go

.!
out.

.U . D D
I

lZ\ -P â
hear

.â
3

.
con-

.P â D
tent,

."
â3

&

.P "
“be

."
ó

con-

."
ó

T

tent”

&
)
O O .ó .ó D

ring-

.Q "í
ing

."
í

like

."í
a

."
í

hand-

.U "í
bell

.U "í E
in

.P "í
the

."
corr-

."
â

i-

."
dors

.P "
Ö E5 D #

q

&

."

T

“know

&
)
O O ."

â
no

."
â

ans-

."â
wer”

."
â D

&

."í
I

."
í

know

.ó .à

no

.ó .P à
an-

."
í

swer

."
í

to

í.!
the

í.!
child-

.à .
ren’s

.à .
cry

[\ -O D

B

stars

% OO .Q .Q .Q . .
go

.!

out.

.U . . . D
Be

mZ\ -Q -Q
con-

m
-Q -Q

tent,

m
-Q -Q

B % OO ..
Be

m
.Q .Q ..

con-

m
.Q .Q ..

tent,

m
.Q .Q --

Know

s
--

no

s
--

B

an-

s
% OO --

swer

s
.#.# E

Know

l
.P .

no

..
an-

.O .
swer

..P
cry

-O -
[\ --

D

. .P . . . ." .U . . E



DTch2 ~  9

S

74 Lontano

ech-

& OO .
o’s

.
an-

.à 75

swer

-# 76

&

g\\ .
the

.
man

.
of

. 77

frost

[\ -#-# 78

&

g
..O

ghost-

.P .
ly

..

S

79

com-

& OO --
ets

.. 80√

ov-

f
..

er

..
the

.O . 81

raised

.O .Ö
fist-

-P -à| 82 .."
sss.

.#.#.# D

A

ech-

& OO .O .
o’s

..
an-

..à
swer

-#-#
&

g\\ ..
the

.O .
man

..
of

..
frost

[\ -#-#
&

g
.O .

ghost-

..P
ly

.

A

com-

& OO -O
ets

. √
ov-

f
..O

er
..P

the

..
raised

..Ö
fist-

--à
|

..
!

sss.

.#.#.# D

T &
)
O O

Know

h
..

no

..
an-

j
.O .

swer

.. D \\
Be

g[\ ..
con-

..
tent

i
.O . .. D

T

Know

&
)
O O .O

no

.O
ans-

.
wer,

.
D

B % OO
Know

h
.O

no

.
an-

j
.O

swer

. D \\
Be

g[\ .O
con-

.
tent

i
.O . D

B % OO
In

.
their

.
ghost--

.P
ly

.

computerized xii/98

fist-
.P .! .#.#

sss.

D



Words  Dylan Thomas  iii/1941

Love in the asylum

Music  Maxwell Steer 15/16 x 1983
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j ªªªªªª¶âà .#Q ªªªªªªªªª¶â.#
ªªªªªªªªª¶â
.#

v
.Q !

me.

. .# .! D ^̀

A

not

Ü
& .

Ü
.
Ü
.

right

Ü
.
Ü
.
Ü
.

in

Ü
.
Ü
.

the

Ü
.

head

Ü
.
Ü
.
Ü
.

with

Ü
.
Ü
.
Ü
.

the

Ü
.
Ü
.
Ü
.

birds

v
-#Q .# .! D

A &
Bolt-

j
.#Q

ing

.
the
.!

night
-# .!

of
.!

the
.!

door

.#

A

with

& .Q .
her

.!
arm

.!
her

.
plu-

j ªªªªªª¶âà .#
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oà -# ."
D Y Z̀

B

Yet

i
% Y Z̀ . E D #

she

. E D
de-

.O "
ludes

. E D #
the

. E D #



DTch3 ~  4

S

29

night-

& .#O
mar-

-#
ish

.#
room,

-#O . E
trattenuto

at

.#P

S

31

large

& . j

as

.O
the

.
dead

.#
 a tempo 

." D D #
or

.#
rides

.#
the

.#

S

33

& .
im-

."
ag-

.
ined

."
o-

. .
ceans

."
of

. .
the

.!
male
,#

wards

uà
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